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A Great Mind To Be Rediscovered
——In Commenmoration of the 30" Anniversary of J.Piaget’s Death
Li Qiwei

(School of Psychology and Cognitive Science, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062)

Abstract It has been full thirty years since J.Piaget passed away, however, the “Genetic
Epistemology” which he established should not be gone with him. Piaget’s theories were
misunderstood by many other people. Hereditarianism and biologicalization were two most
inappropriate “hats” (critics). Piaget was not a psychologist in the traditional sense, psychology
was just the “methodology episode” when he studied the individual genesis and development in
Kant’s “apriorism categories”. “Genetic Epistemology” research is characterized as the distinct
inter-discipline, therefore the comparative research between the “Genetic Epistemology” and
contemporary “cognitive science” should be carried out. The researcher should clearly realize the

role that theoretic biology, constructuralism methodology, algebra instrument and logic play in the



“Genetic Epistemology” research, especially emphasizing the value and meaning when Piaget
applied the new algebra concept, such as morphisms and categories and new meaning logic etc. as
the tool of the formalism cognitive structure in his old age.

Further researches should be done to investigate how “Genetic Epistemology” illuminates the
second generation cognitive science with “Embodiment” and “back to brain” characteristics, and
the relationship between them as well. This relation is evident from two aspects: one is two
concept—*"coordination of actions” in Genetic Epistemology and “reflective abstraction” of the
logico-mathematical experience originated from the coordination—which indicate that Piaget is
the person of brilliant insight into the embodiment of mind; the other is the idea of epigenesist and
constructionist thoughts reflected in the concept of “phynocopy” that Piaget put forward, which
are completely consistent with the basic concept of the dynamic system theory in the second
generation cognitive science—the relationship among the relevant elements or variants is the one
of reciprocal causation and mutually-shaping coupling relationship, instead of the linear one-way
causality relationship.

Piaget and his “Genetic Epistemology” must be “rediscovered” with the development of the

cognitive science in the future.

Key Words Piagetian theory, Genetic epistemology, Second generation cognitive science



