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FRAERT ARG A EE N ABRIOC R B SER AR,
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FIMRAFRIE S5FREIT KR,

11 BERRARRAE 54 HIT

A 45 o 0 BE b I By, AT S AT Ry
i AR L A A PR A RS 4 ( Taylor,
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HEANTE T, 5 DS A B R L s ik
P 19 38 5 (Kopystynska, Spinrad, Seay, & Eisenberg,
2016) o A VEREHEA EORIE A a4, sl
PEFE S (BRI AR ) FLEaHE T, E05%
155 FE A E H14 T8 ( Kwon & Elicker, 2012; Taylor et
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s il AR I 0 5 LR 25 T 5 R R AL VRPN
5% (Kwon & Elicker, 2012; Taylor et al., 2009 ) .
T LR E R T ot LB R A B KOs
ey, PRI, RGBSR AT s R 2=
HAEZ RS B UL ERANE

W], A RMARRAEAVFE G T 5T &
B, FE AR AR AR i T B A RAE ) B R AE S
JL3E B Bl i 34 R IS BT 22 T AT 2 R i o 1 4
#l ( Adam, Gunnar, & Tanaka, 2004; Busch, Cowan, &
Cowan, 2008 ) . Roisman, Fraley I Belsky (2007 )
R TN AL, SR B /R
DA R — DS HAERE . SRR/ AR iR
TNFRAE = E W T MR AR OC R ] AR 1A%
T, DASRRAR KT ek | BAF W R o 4 i I i
5 A S B PR SR Y FEEE (Roisman et
al., 2007; Whipple, Bernier, & Mageau, 2011 ) . ¥
58 E B TR RIE SR F AT A E
2, HRABEERA /R ABI RTS8
R M TP LR A 44 ¢ (Haltigan,
Leerkes, Supple, Calkins, 2014; Whipple et al., 2011 ) .
M2, ZHTRIESE R IERE R B AR R AR
RAE SRR VIO R, (HENHR
P il KA A AR B A R Bk =, ATRSE AR
Fefih B0 RGEFERE A ERA [ KT
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WRASRAE S AT R R R

Wit b, DR O e i, —
T3 HAFAETCIERA S R R IR, 55— 7, 2
U, ACRERFR BT IR THRR B B sh 2872
fE24 i (Liang et al,, 2015) , HKANEAEFFEFITH
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W], WRASFAEAFE F AT H IR S RPEAL B Rl A
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2.3.1 WANACRERIK AR Ty JE A () 4
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TR GEAIIMZR ] 5 X 20% T B s G T
Mg, — A GmhE PR Y it — S0 kappa %L
TE 89~.96 Z 1], i FHAE IR AL | MR AR ket
A AP R RS S e a2 s A
S EIa R B A T AV s 2Rk
HEPE /DT /TR / 485 . BUMr. R 28 SRR
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1
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Preoccupied/Unresolved Attachment Representations and
Control Behaviors among Mothers of Toddlers: Moderating
Effects of Marital Quality and Child Gender

Liu Siman, Wang Zhengyan, Zhang Ying, Jiang Qun, Zhang Qian
(School of Psychology, Capital Normal University, ResearchCenter for Child Development, Beijing Key Laboratory of Learning and Cognition, Beijing, 100048)

Abstract Maternal control behaviors during toddlerhood exert long-term impacts on children’s cognitive and social-emotional development. Maternal
preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations have been found to be associated with negative control. However, the associations between
maternal preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and control behaviors have not yet been explored systematically and the potential
moderating mechanisms by which these effects occur remain to be examined. What’s more, most of the studies are cross-sectional. The present study
investigated the longitudinal associations between maternal preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and control behaviors, and focused
principally on the moderating roles of marital quality and child gender.

Participants included 94 mothers and their toddlers (41 boys, 53 girls; Mage = 1.17 years, SD = 0.07 at T1; Mage = 2.07 years, SD = 0.09 at T2;
Mage = 3.15 years, SD = 0.09 at T3) in urban areas of Beijing, China. Both maternal preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and marital
quality were assessed by mother report using Adult-to-parental Attachment Experience Survey (AAES) and Locke-Wallace Marital Adjustment Test
at 1 year of child age (T1). Maternal control behaviors which included gentle control, command control and forceful control were coded through
10-minute videotapes of mother-child interactions at T1, T2, and T3. The percentages of missing data for all study variables were between 13.33%
and 22.22%. Hierarchical regression analyses were conducted to examine the moderating effects of marital quality and child gender after imputing
missing values using expectation maximization (EM). Both maternal preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and marital quality were mean
centered prior to analysis.

The results showed that: (1) The preoccupied/unresolved dimension of the AAES was not significantly related to marital quality and control
behaviors at T1 and T2, whereas preoccupied/unresolved dimension was significantly associated with forceful control at T3, controlling for forceful
control at T1. (2) Marital quality moderated the associations between preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations, and gentle control and
command control at T3. Specifically, preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations were related to subsequent low levels of gentle control and
high levels of command control at T3 among mothers with low levels of marital quality, whereas preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations
were not related to either gentle control or command control among mothers with high levels of marital quality. (3) Marital quality moderated the
associations between preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and forceful control at T3 in conjunction with child gender, such that marital
quality moderated the links between preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and forceful control among mothers of boys.

The present study enriched attachment theory by showing that maternal preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations exerted longitudinal
impacts on maternal forceful control during toddlerhood, and marital quality modified the longitudinal links between maternal preoccupied/unresolved
attachment representations and control behaviors. Marital quality emerged as a protective factor that buffered against the detrimental effects of
preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations on gentle control and direct command control for all mothers, whereas marital quality mitigated the
negative impacts of preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations on forceful control only for mothers of boys. The moderating effects of marital
quality and child gender in the relationships between preoccupied/unresolved attachment representations and control behaviors detected in the current
study have important implications in early prevention and intervention efforts.
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